Dear 5th Grade Families:
	My name is Melissa Raney and this will be my 7th amazing year teaching at VCA!  I graduated from Southeast Missouri State University with a Bachelor’s Degree in Elementary Education.  I have worked at many different schools, was a director for 8 years at Sylvan Learning Center and have taught several grade levels at another Christian school before coming to VCA.  
	I live in Arnold and have 3 adult children:  Morgan (27) who is a cosmetologist at JC Penney, Fenton, and boy/girl twins, Kyle and Kassidy (23).  Kyle has a degree in Conservation Biology and works full-time as an assistant manager for Club Car Wash in Festus.  Kassidy (married in 2024) is a personal trainer and a great stay-at-home momma to my grandson, Oliver, who was born December of 2024!  I have 2 spoiled dogs and enjoy getting outdoors!  I enjoy Bible studies, reading, collecting pig items (the kids can tell you all about that), and BEING A “MIMI”!
	My passion for teaching has never lessened, but has only grown stronger in the hope of making learning fun and enjoyable for all my students!  I am blessed to be a daughter of Christ, and have attended First Baptist Church Arnold now for about 16 years.  
	I look forward to working with your student this year to help them prepare for their next journey (middle school), as we work on study habits and skills in our classroom.  Most of all, I want to help grow your child’s faith in Jesus and help them know that they are LOVED and CHERISHED by God!  
Blessings for a wonderful year,
Ms. Melissa Raney
